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Computer-to-Computer
Communications
Objectives
After successfully completing this chapter, the reader should be able to:
• Describe what telecommunications is and understand how computer-to-computer communication is related.
• Describe PROCOMM.
• Discuss the history of PROCOMM.
• List three methods of computer-to-computer communication.
• List the requirements for computer-to-computer communication.
• Describe a number of uses for computer-to-computer communication.
What It Is
P

eople have always made efforts to communicate with each other. Talking is one of the simplest ways to communicate. However, if some distance separates people, talking does not suffice. The solution is telecommunications. Telecommunications makes it possible for people to communicate over a distance. The distance may be considerable, such as around the world, or it could be simply to a neighbor in the next office.
Today, telecommunications is constantly in the news, with lots of talk about the information superhighway, the Internet, online information services, personal digital assistants (PDAs), wireless telecommunications, and the mergers of tele​phone, cable, entertainment, and publishing companies.
Defining what telecommunications is can be tricky because the word telecom​munications has a number of meanings. Telecommunications refers to the indus​try that facilitates communication, or the transmission of voice, sound, video, and data over a distance.
The word telecommunications is also used as a synonym for computer-to-com​puter communication, data communication, and modem communication.
